THE  REGENERATION  OF   BRITAIN

more valuable it would be if the BBC offered all its technical
facilities to, say, the Road Research Laboratory to help them
say what they want to say about road safety, instead of putting
on a programme of their own about it and exercising their
own inexpert editorial decisions even to the point of choosing
what questions to put to experts who might really wrant to say
something quite different.

Thirdly, we want the whole conception of international
coverage to be revolutionised. If there is a crisis in Cyprus, we
must know what the main protagonists on either side think
about it themselves. I don't want the Greek or Turkish views
explained to me. I want both Greeks and Turks to be helped
to put the full strength of their whole case to us all, and to
hear first-hand what Russia and America think about it, too.
The "expert" diplomatic correspondent is at worst a biased
propagandist and at best an irrelevance across a page of con-
temporary history. For years the BBC refused to transmit TV
programmes made by the UN because they were not orien-
tated for British viewers. Yet that is just why we ought to see
them.

Martin Buber has said that the struggle for the control of
communications is a struggle between education and propa-
ganda. He is absolutely right. We can realise their full poten-
tial only if we are tough enough to permit them to confront
us with the new knowledge of our generation and the strength
of the aiguments of all sides in controversy. If that is done our
highest hopes for an educated world could be made a reality
within the lifetime of us alL
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